8               THE THEORY OF THE LIVING ORGANISM

causal units adding their effects together. In Whitehead's1
terminology, both a molecule and a living organism are examples
of a 'nexus/2 or organization of parts dependent on the mutual
action of the parts on each other with the consequence that the
whole acts as a causal unit both on its own parts and on other
objects.

The idea of a multiplicity forming a unity can, however, be
approached from another direction. In the unity of the self we
have direct experience of such a unity. This is a unity of activity
or process; and the constituents, or elements, of process are
events. Happenings or events in widely distant parts of the body,
in the eye and ear for instance, generate together the unitary
experience of the recognition of a dangerous situation with the
quality of fear and consequent appropriate action. The unity of
the self is also a unity of temporally successive events. The
character of the self at the moment is the outcome of the whole
of its past experiences. The activities, or processes, of the living
organism constitute, therefore, a nexus of events, the constituent
events considered in isolation being both spatially and temporally
separate.

In elucidating the nature of living organisms we shall be
concerned primarily with the elucidation of processes, their
analysis into events, and the mutual relations between the events
by which they come to form wholes of a higher order. Structure
is incidental to process. The structure of an animal or plant is
the result of the process of embryonic development (morpho-
genesis) and makes possible other processes. Evolutionary change
of structure is consequent to evolutionary change in the process
of morphogenesis.

A living organism, at least any of the higher animals, is a
subject which feels or experiences, and in which stimulus and
response are connected by the mental act of perception. But such
animals are composed of smaller living organisms, the most
conspicuous of which are cells. These must also be regarded as
feeling, perceiving, subjects. The justification for regarding its
living parts as being, in this respect, of the same essential nature
as the organism as a whole will be elaborated later. At the moment
it is sufficient to refer to the fact that tissue culture technique has

1.   A list of references is- given at the end of the book.

2.   The word  is taken  from Whitehead,  who uses  the  Latin  form  of  the   plural,   nexus.
Tbroughdmt this book, however, I shall use it as a completely anglicized word, with a plural
of same form as the singular.